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of Muscovy simply because friends of some sort were
imperatively required in 1895, and that he hoped to
find means to evade full payment on the day of
reckoning. His calculations as to the proximity of
that day were upset by no fault of his, but by the
folly of the Empress in countenancing the Boxer
movement, which gave Russia her opportunity.

No account of Li's career as a diplomat would be
complete without some reference to his triumphal
progress through Europe and the United States.
It was an expedition in many ways remarkable.
With the exception of his mission to Japan the year
before, it was the first time that China's foremost
authority on foreign affairs, then seventy-three years
of age, had ever been abroad ; nevertheless, he
preserved throughout all the journey an imperturb-
able sangfroid and an attitude of nil admirari, rarely
losing an opportunity of suggesting to the sovereigns
and statesmen of the West the moral inferiority of
their mushroom civilisation as compared with that
of his own country. His speeches and manners
served to provide the world's Press for six months
with a subject of exotic interest: for his manner of
discussing men and things combined an Arcadian
type of nawete with jocular criticism and an enfant
terrible manner of asking impertinent questions.
Anyone who had known Li in his own Yamen at
Tientsin could be under no delusions as to the
impression which he meant to produce. His attitude
was deliberately planned with a view to creating
about himself an atmosphere of Oriental subtlety and
mystification. To create this atmosphere he used the
Press, especially in America, with all the journalistic
instinct of an election agent; the airs and graces